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Welcome to Advent:
Advent at
Trinity
Season of Questions

W

Church
A Booklet for Trinity Families

2021posture of Advent.
onder and questions are the
We wonder when the light will shine again, when
our hope will be renewed, where God will show up
next as we continue to plod our way through pandemic.

Our bishop, Craig Loya, recently reflecting on a gathering with
diocesan leadership had this to say on the topic of questions: “In
this moment, good leadership is about resisting the temptation
to give answers, and instead about helping communities ask
transformative questions. Jesus regularly met the constant stream of
questions put to him not with expert answers, but by asking further
questions. In this way, he was helping individuals and communities
see, act, and believe in new ways. I’m convinced that in the same
way, one of the best ways we can care for our people is by learning
how to lead by asking questions, rather than giving answers.”
Asking good questions is not only good leadership, but good
theology. We enliven our discipleship in asking ourselves and each
other questions that have few definitive - and no right - answers.
Good questions send us into deeper and more questions – which,
over a lifetime, construct a spiritual life.
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This Advent at Trinity we’ll focus on a different Advent-based
question each week through faith formation, worship and preaching.
Each question will be tied to the scripture for that week, designed to
enhance our Advent observance.
We will begin on the first Sunday of Advent (Sunday November 28)
with Jesus pointing his disciples to signs that announce ‘the Son of
Man coming in a cloud,” and our “redemption coming near.” This
week we wonder: how can we stay open to God’s signs?
Second Advent will ask: What is your guiding star? We’ll hear the
prophet Malachi and the Gospeler Luke talk about preparing the
way of the Lord, keeping our paths straight, and our hearts and
minds fixed on the guiding star.
Mid-Advent we will shift gears again, casting our gaze on our next
spiritual question:
Where does the spiritual journey begin? We will hear the lyrical
words of Zephania, Paul’s love letter to the Philippians, and Luke’s
portrayal of John the Baptist knee deep in the Jordan River. Each, in
their own way, profess the same truth: God is near. Where and how
do we follow? Where does it all begin?
Finally, we’ll conclude Advent with Mary and Elizabeth. They are
cousins: one old, one just a girl, both pregnant, both stunned by
their circumstances. Do we still believe in a God that surprises
us? We will examine our receptivity to surprise and its capacity to
change our hearts and minds.
In Advent, God comes us now, soon, and forever.
Join us.
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Advent Worship at Home
(with the Advent Wreath)
Leader
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People
Thanks be to God.
The candle(s) is (are) lit.
All
Thank you, God, for the simple beauty of this candle flame.
Bless its light which leads through the darkness of Advent
towards the hope which comes from you alone. Amen.
A hymn may be sung.
Leader
God of hope when Christ your Son appears may he not find us
asleep or idle, but active in his service and ready.
People
Come, O come Emmanuel,
you are the way, the truth and the life;
you are the true vine and the bread of life.
Come, living Savior;
come to your world, which waits for you.
Amen.
Families with young children may choose this Collect instead. One
way to lead it is “call and response” with children repeating each
phrase after an adult or older child:
Dear God we love you. We thank you for loving us. Help us get
ready for Jesus. Help us say “yes” like Mary. We are wide awake,
watching, and waiting. We pray with the Spirit. Amen.
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Worship & Music
WELCOME TO ADVENT WORSHIP

Just like last year, we are still in a pandemic, and infection rates are
now on the rise, particularly among unvaccinated people. Trinity
will continue to closely monitor infection and hospitalization rates.
It may come to pass that some (or all) of these well-laid plans may
need to be cancelled, postponed, or relocated on-line. We will do
our best to alert the Trinity community of changing circumstances
and plans. For now, we’re planning as if conditions will allow for inperson worship and programming.

Compline

Every Monday - Thursday in Advent (beginning Monday, November
28) we will offer Compline on Zoom. Known as the “church’s goodnight prayer” this service is a kind, peaceful way to end the day.
The service is found in the Book of Common Prayer (pp. 127-135) or
as a download with the Zoom link. Including opening greetings, the
service lasts about 10-12 minutes.

Sundays in Advent

Four beautiful, peaceful services will greet you each Sunday
of Advent (November 28, December 5, 12, & 19). Spirit-filled
instrumental music, poetic scripture, prophetic prayers, and
preaching will illuminate each week’s Advent question, and offer
a moment of rest, renewal, and well-being. There will be some
“cameo appearances” of Trinity parishioners each Sunday lighting
the sanctuary Advent wreath.

Greening of the Church

Our flower team, headed by Bea Evink, will adorn our church both
inside and out with lovely greens and decor. Outdoor greening and
set-up will happen Saturday, December 4 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm. If
you would like to contribute financially to the greening of the church
or Christmas flowers, please send a check to the office by Tuesday,
December 21, and we’ll include your dedication in the Christmas
Eve bulletins.
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Advent Lessons and Carols

On Sunday, December 12 at 9:30 am Trinity will offer its traditional
Advent Lessons & Carols service (no 8:00 am service today).
Together we will share a selection of scripture that proclaims the
Good News of Christ’s coming, interspersed with a variety of musical
responses. We will be joined in worship by the Stone Arch Brass.

Christmas Eve

Come all ye faithful! Unless we are prohibited from doing so, we will
gather at 4:00 pm for a Christmas Pageant and Eucharist in the main
sanctuary. We will offer a second service beginning at 8:30 pm with
a music prelude, and 9:00 pm Eucharist service with sermon.

Christmas Morning

Join Anne Miner-Pearson for a quiet, inspiring 9:30 am Eucharist
service in the Chapel.

First Sunday After Christmas

On December 26 at 9:30 am in the main sanctuary we will enjoy a
Christmas Lessons & Carols service, along with Holy Baptism.

Second Sunday After Christmas

It’s time to turn the page on ole 2021. Join Devon Anderson in the
Trinity Chapel at 9:30 am for Holy Eucharist as we turn our sights,
with hope and anticipation, toward a fresh, new year. After the
service we’ll toast the New Year together.

Preaching Schedule

First Advent 11/28: Anne Miner Pearson
Second Advent 12/5: Devon Anderson
Third Advent 12/12: Lessons & Carols (no sermon)
Fourth Advent 12/19: Sarah Hoch
Christmas Eve 12/24: Devon Anderson
Christmas Morning 12/25: Anne Miner Pearson
First Christmas 12/26: Lessons & Carols (no sermon)
Second Christmas 01/2: Devon Anderson
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Trinity Community &
Faith Formation
Musical Advent Calendar

Back by popular acclaim! Once again, members of the parish will
sing or play Advent music in short (two minutes or less) videos. Each
day of Advent will feature different parishioners, shared through
Trinity’s social media and on Thursday Update. Warm up your voice,
dust off your instruments, and get ready!

Caroling

Join your voices to sing together again as we visit local Trinity family
& friends to spread the Spirit of the Season. Carolers will gather
together at Trinity at 3:30 pm on Saturday December 11 and Sunday
December 19. Song sheets, a short rehearsal, and directions to each
of the 3 places we plan to visit will be provided. Everyone will travel
in their individual cars, but meet as a group to safely share Christmas
music and cheer, outdoors together, with distancing and masks. All
ages are welcome to participate!

Christmas Pageant

This year’s Christmas Pageant will offer children and youth an
invitation to be “Part of God’s Story”. As each character plays their
role, we will reflect on the invitation extended to all of us through
the birth of Jesus. Sally Hockinson and Eric Bigalke look forward
to working together with the kids to present this sacred story on
Christmas Eve. Rehearsals will be Sunday mornings in December,
following the 10:15 Service. On December 12, rehearsal will follow
the 9:30 Lessons & Carols Service. Snacks will be provided! On
Christmas Eve, the participants will gather at 2:30 pm for a final
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run-through, and then present the pageant as part of the 4:00 pm
Eucharist.

ADULT FORUM
Advent I \ The Beginning of Advent

Trinity’s Advent booklet opens with an offering of four questions to
consider as we journey through this season. This session will be a
time to discuss each question, and wonder together about possible
responses.

Advent II \ The Gospel of Mark: Overview

The Journey continues with Jesus’s words and life as we ponder the
question of Mark’s gospel: “How do we move through suffering?”
With an introductory video with Alexander Shaia and group
discussion, this session will provide encouragement and support
for the second path of the Four Gospel Journey.

Advent III \ No Adult Forum

Lessons and Carols at 9:30 am

Advent IV \ The Gospel of Mark: Art Companions

Gathered from an array of artistic examples, this session will explore
how various works convey each artist’s reflection on Mark’s response
to his community’s movement through suffering.

Outreach
Advent Alternative Giving

First Nations Kitchen is primarily a justice-focused, Gospel-based
ministry, with a primary goal of providing food to indigenous
people who would not otherwise have access to high-quality, fresh
organic food in an environment of radical hospitality and cultural
empowerment. On the Third Sunday of Advent, stop by the
alternative giving table to make a donation to this important ministry
— in your own name, or as a gift honoring a loved one.
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Adopt-a-Family

Once again Trinity will be supporting the CAP (Community Action
Partnership) agency’s “Hope for the Holidays”. This year there are
three ways for Trinitarians to participate:
1. Adopt-a-Family - Families participating in CAP’s Head Start,
Housing and Emergency Services, Crisis Nursery, WIC, or
Esperanza programming create wish lists and are matched
with donors who provide gifts specific to the families. Instead
of providing gifts, sponsors are matched with a family with a
suggested donation of $50 per child. Gift cards for the parents
are encouraged, but not required. Sign-up date(s): Sunday,
November 21st and 28th. Drop off date: Sunday, December 5th.
2. Adopt-a-Senior – Seniors enrolled in our Senior Nutrition and
CHORE programs are gifted with household goods and small
presents during the holiday season. For our senior clients who
have been living in isolation due to the pandemic, Adopt-aSenior is a great way to bring seasonal cheer into their homes in
a safe and supportive way! Donors fill a reusable bag from a list
provided by CAP. Sign-up date(s): Sunday, November 21st. Drop
off date: Sunday, November 28th.
3. Toy Distribution – This program differs from Adopt-a-Family
and Adopt-a-Senior in that a sponsor/donor gathers toys to be
distributed to the greater community instead of being paired
directly with a family. Specifically, these toys are for children
from birth to age 14 whose families utilize CAP’s Food Shelf or
Energy Assistance programs. Collected toys are not to be gift
wrapped and have a minimum value of $15. Sign-up date(s):
Sunday, November 21st, 28th, and December 5th. Drop off
date: Sunday, December 12th.
Stop by our table in the atrium to sign-up or for more information.
Mary Hanson and Nancy Jewett (952-270-7809), Organizers
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Minnetonka Coalition for Equitable Education (MCEE)

Trinity is an official sponsor of MCEE, which is planning communitywide events during December. We will announce these on the
Thursday Update. Trinity’s Outreach Team is urging Trinitarians to
consider a self-led study of “Let’s Talk CRT: Christian Race Theory”
by Stephanie Spellers. The essay has four points, one per week in
Advent.
episcopalchurch.org/racialreconciliation/lets-talk-crt-christian-racetheory
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The O Antiphons
The final week of Advent is like the stillness of night just
before dawn. During the final week of the season we mark
each day by singing an O Antiphon, one each day, perhaps in
our prayer at night. These antiphons are familiar to us in that
they are set to the tune of “O come, O come, Emmanuel.”
Refrain:
Rejoice, rejoice
		
Emmanuel shall come to you,
		O Israel.
December 19
O come, O Wisdom from on high,
Who governs all things tenderly;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain.
December 20
O come, O come, great Lord of might,
Who to your tribes on Sinai’s height
In ancient times once gave the law
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain.
December 21
O come, O Flower of Jesse’s Root,
Before whom all the world stand mute.
We trust your mighty pow’r to save
And give us vict’ry o’er the grave. Refrain.
December 22
O come, O Key of David, come
And open wide our heav’nly home.
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain.
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December 23
O come, O Dayspring, come with cheer;
O Sun of Justice, now draw near.
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadow put to flight. Refrain.
December 24
O come, O Keystone, come and bind
In one the hearts of humankind.
Come bid our sad divisions cease,
And be for us the King of peace. Refrain.
December 25
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel
The mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain.

You Darkness

by Rainer Maria Rilke

You darkness, that I come from,
I love you more than all the fires
that fence in the world,
for the fire makes
a circle of light for everyone,
and then no one outside learns of you.
But the darkness pulls in everything:
shapes and fires, animals and myself,
how easily it gathers them! –
powers and people –
and it is possible a great energy
is moving near me.
I have faith in nights.
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Calendar
Tuesdays in Advent
7:00 pm
Handbell Choir Rehearsal
Wednesdays in Advent
7:15 pm
Trinity Parish Choir (online)
Sunday, November 28
First Sunday in Advent
8:00 am
Worship
9:15 am
Adult Forum
10:15 am Worship
11:30 am Trinity Centering Prayer Group
Saturday, December 4
1-4 pm
Greening of the Church
Sunday, December 5
Second Sunday in Advent
8:00 am
Worship
9:00 am
Trinity Play Choir
9:15 am
Trinity Play
9:15 am
Middle School Youth
9:15 am
Adult Forum
10:15 am Worship
11:30 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
6:00 pm
Senior High Youth
Saturday, December 11
3:30 pm
Caroling
Sunday, December 12
Third Sunday in Advent
9:30 am
Service of Advent Lessons & Carols
10:45 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
6:00 pm
Senior High Youth
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Sunday, December 19
Fourth Sunday in Advent
8:00 am
Worship
9:00 am
Trinity Play Choir
9:15 am
Trinity Play
9:15 am
Middle School Youth
9:15 am
Adult Forum
10:15 am Worship
11:30 am Christmas Pageant Rehearsal
3:30 pm
Caroling
6:00 pm
Senior High Youth
Friday, December 24 Christmas Eve
4:00 pm
Christmas Eve Service with Pageant
8:30 pm
Festive Musical Prelude
9:00 pm
Christmas Eve Service
Saturday, December 25 Christmas Morning
9:30 am
Christmas Morning Service
Sunday, December 26
First Sunday after Christmas
9:30 am
Christmas Lessons & Carols Service
Sunday, January 2
Second Sunday after Christmas
9:30 am
Holy Eucharist in the Chapel
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TRINITY EPISCOPAL CHURCH OF EXCELSIOR
322 2ND STREET
EXCELSIOR, MINNESOTA 55331

Advent

20

