
 
May 26, 2021 
 
Dear Trinity Family: 
 

It is with truly mixed feelings that I announce that our deacon, the Rev. Chip Whitacre, will be 
leaving Trinity.  Chip has been appointed by our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Craig Loya, to serve as one of 
three Archdeacons for the Episcopal Church in Minnesota.  This call is a tremendous honor and 
reflects that our bishop sees in Chip what we’ve known for years: that he is a kind, mature, 
compassionate, wise person of faith, able to lead others into deeper expressions of God’s love 
through meaningful ministry.  While this new call will have Chip on the road visiting deacons 
throughout the state, Chip will move his own diaconal ministry back to his home parish of St. 
Edward’s, Wayzata, the parish that raised him up for diaconal ministry and where his wife Lynne 
serves as a lay leader in almost every component of the parish’s life.  
 

I am personally thrilled for Chip.  He has served Trinity faithfully for eight years, which is a long 
tenure for a vocational deacon.  He and Anne have become the most trusted and loved colleagues of 
my entire professional career in the church.  The three of us function as a team – consulting each 
other on almost every single aspect of our respective ministries, a bit of our own small-scale “holy 
Trinity!”  I cannot express how much I will miss Chip personally and professionally.  I love him 
deeply and through my relationship with him I am a better priest and a better human being.   
 

Chip’s last Sunday service (and last day of work) at Trinity will be June 27 at 9:30 am.  There will be 
an in-person worship service in the Chapel (that will be live-streamed) after which there will be a 
festive good-bye reception on the front lawn.  Parishioners who participate in the service via live-
stream will be asked to make their way over to the church for the outdoor reception.  During the 
service we’ll bless Chip for all he has given us and all that he is, and Chip will give the sermon that 
day.  At the reception we will give gifts and tell stories and try not to embarrass Chip too much.   
 

Between now and June 27, I am asking parishioners to please take a moment to write a letter or note 
to Chip – to let him know how you’ve appreciated his ministry, or to share a story about him, or 
mention a sermon he delivered that meant something to you.  There is no greater gift to a clergy person 
than to know that they made a difference in the lives of others.  Please send your notes and cards to Chip’s 
home address: 420 Vinewood Lane North, Plymouth, Minnesota 55441.  
 

As a parish gift, we will be gathering contributions to the Minnesota Assistance Council for Veterans 
(MCV) in Chip’s name.  As you know, Chip is himself a veteran and spends a great deal of his 
personal time ministering to the needs and wellbeing of Minnesota veterans.  Please send your 
contribution to the parish office by Wednesday, June 23, making the check out to Minnesota 
Assistance Council for Veterans, and putting “Chip Whitacre” in the memo line.   
 

Our bishop has assured me that in exchange for him “picking off” the best deacon in the diocese 
from Trinity Church that he will do everything possible to avail a deacon to Trinity this fall, and a 
good one.  I will hold him to that promise on behalf of all of you!   
 
Peace, 
 
 
The Rev. Devon Anderson, Rector 


