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These parables in today’s Gospel show us that there are many ways to view the Kingdom of Heaven. It 

can be seen as the powerful potential of a tiny seed, as the natural miracle of yeast transforming flour, or 

as the shining beauty of treasure or of a pearl. A connecting thread throughout all of the parables is that 

the Kingdom of Heaven is deeply valuable.  

 

How is the kingdom of Heaven so valuable that we can give up everything we have “in our joy” like the 

man does with the treasure in the field? That the loss of what we had and what we gave up is powerless 

against the gain of the treasure? The things that we can give up are not even close to the worth of the 

kingdom of God. Even though the man in the parable gave up everything he had for the field with the 

treasure, if the treasure represents the Kingdom of Heaven, then what he had before was nothing in 

comparison to what he gained with the treasure. If having faith in God means accepting that we are part 

of the kingdom of God and we have nothing without it, then the parables could be translated as giving 

up the “nothing” of what we have for the “everything” that God offers. Selling everything we have to 

buy that field with the treasure in it is nothing close to the true worth of God’s invitation into the 

kingdom of heaven.  

 

Our everything does not equal the worth of the kingdom of Heaven. But it does not need to. Jesus paid 

that price for us. Trusting God is our ticket to transformation. That’s it. It’s not about the net worth of 

our lives or how impressive we manage to be to God. The words from Christina Rossetti’s “In the Bleak 

Midwinter” come to my mind:  

What can I give Him, 

Poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd 

I would bring a lamb, 

If I were a wise man 

I would do my part, 

Yet what I can I give Him, 

Give my heart.  

Although some of the parables speak of transactions, becoming part of God’s kingdom is not 

transactional. It is invitational. If it were just about the transaction, we as humans wouldn’t be able to 

pay the price. Jesus pays that price. There is nothing a human being could give that would be worth the 

value of being part of God’s kingdom. So it’s not about transaction. It’s about invitation into the 

sacrifice that Jesus made to save us. 

 

One of my patients in my hospital chaplaincy internship last month was telling me about her view of 

faith, and she said that she couldn’t imagine not having faith in God, because without faith in God, she 



said “you have nothing.” She said that she couldn’t imagine what it was like living without faith in God, 

because it has been such a source of strength for her. Another patient, an older man in cancer treatment, 

told me that faith was all he has left and that God is everything to him. It touches my heart meeting 

patients who are going through what is sometimes the most challenging period in their lives and who 

still emphasize that God is everything to them. They understand that the Kingdom of Heaven and their 

relationship with God is their mustard seed, their yeast, or their pearl. They know who God is to them 

and what God does for them, and it gives them peace and strength. They have accepted God’s invitation 

into relationship. 

 

My internship this summer has been teaching me about how hospital chaplaincy is invitational and not 

transactional. After agreeing to visit with me, some patients seem to think that they just need to give me 

certain information, like they do with the medical staff. Some patients seem to rattle off their story and 

their ways of coping with it in a way that implies they think that’s what I want to hear. But it’s not 

always what they actually want to tell me. And sometimes it takes some extra silence and a few more 

open-ended questions for them to say what they really want to say, what is weighing on their hearts. 

Patients don’t always seem to know exactly what a chaplain is for, and it can take a little while for them 

to realize that as a chaplain, I am there to listen to whatever they need to talk about.  

 

I’m not there to make sure they’re right with God or that they will be saved if they happen to die. 

Although I heard a story about a past student intern at my site who would in fact enter rooms 

announcing that he was there to make sure patients were right with God. As you can imagine, that didn’t 

go over so well. Instead, the role of a chaplain is to be present to a patient and to hold space for them to 

share whatever it is they need to say. That might be a casual conversation to curb their loneliness. It 

might be an opportunity for them to cry about everything that has been weighing on them. It might be 

just a chance to ask for prayer and go back to sleep. It’s different every time. In that way, a chaplain 

provides an invitation to the patient, not a request for a transaction. 

 

God is like our chaplain. The only thing we need to do is invite God into the room of our lives, and then 

God’s presence can work in us in different ways. Each person’s role in and experience of the Kingdom 

of Heaven will be different, because each person is different. God holds space differently for each of us 

and influences each of us in different ways, perfectly tailored to who each of us is. We may not always 

trust God or want God to open the door and work in our lives, and God may need to wait until we are 

ready for transformation. But God never leaves us. Even when we struggle to open ourselves up to God, 

God invites us into relationship and into community with the kingdom of Heaven, and our acceptance of 

that invitation opens up a myriad of possibilities. It is not an exchange, but an expansion. A chaplain 

inviting patients to share what’s on their mind is not a transaction, and neither is the search for and 

acceptance of the pearl and treasure of God’s kingdom.  

 

Each one of the parables in today’s Gospel has another common theme in addition to the fact that the 

Kingdom of Heaven is valuable. And that is transformation. The smallest mustard seed becomes a giant 



tree. The yeast leavens the flour. A life without the treasure in the field or the pearl of great value shifts 

to become a life centered around the treasure or the pearl. The empty net becomes a site of discernment. 

Jesus’ death for us was an invitation into transformation. It cleanses human sin, but that is not the sole 

function of the crucifixion and resurrection. Jesus’ death and return to life was an invitation to be freed 

from everything we have that is not of God. An invitation into relationship with the creator of the 

universe. The kingdom of heaven is not just an idea of paradise after our death, but an invitation into a 

relationship with God right now. Every moment provides us with an opportunity to accept the 

mysterious and profound transformation that comes with choosing to trust God. Each of us is invited 

into that transformation every second of every day. When we choose to sell all that we have and believe 

in the transformative power of God’s love for us, the kingdom of Heaven can be found within us on 

earth. 

 

These parables express that the kingdom of Heaven is like a treasure in a field or a fine pearl, but the 

reason why we are even invited into the glory of God’s presence is because of how God sees us. We are 

like God’s treasure in a field, or like God’s pearl. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only 

begotten Son” (John 3:16). The glory of the Kingdom of Heaven is characterized by God’s love for us. 

The parables that Jesus shares in this 13th chapter of Matthew are not only representative of how God 

invites us to relate to the divine, but how God understands relationship with humanity. It is God’s joy to 

give up everything to save us and invite us into relationship with the divine. It is God’s joy to be the 

mustard seed that grows in our lives and empowers us and strengthens us. It is God’s joy to be the yeast 

that transforms us and lifts us up. Understanding the kingdom of Heaven is not about humanity’s role, 

but it is about knowing who God is to us. God is the transformation and the invitation, and our role is to 

trust and find joy in the glory of our God. God chose to sacrifice everything out of love for us. Not out 

of who we are, but out of who God is. Amen. 

 


