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Jean Marzollo was well on her way to being a renowned author of children’s books. By count, 

she wrote over 150 before she died several years ago. In 1992, Jean hit upon a series that 

confirmed her talent at tapping into the exploring, creative imagination of children: “I Spy” 

books. With Walter Wink’s photographs, Jean’s rhyming text drew readers of all ages into the 

search for particular items tucked in a jumble of dozens of others. The point of the “I Spy” books 

is to practice, not just seeing the whole, - like a page of toys - but also to practice intently looking 

for one thing among many others. The point is to search for a small detail until you find it. For 

these books to be more than artistic photographs, you need to be willing to look. You need to be 

willing to search, or more specifically, to realize there is something needing to be find and 

noticed. 

Jesus doesn’t have a Jean Marzollo/Walter Wink “I Spy” book to wave around, but Jesus is in 

the company of people who are having trouble of the picture they see around them. They think 

there are some people in Jesus’ community who shouldn’t be there. It’s an “I Spy” page with 

items which don’t belong. What are an apple and banana doing in with an assortment of buttons 

and tops? They don’t want to play a game of “I Spy”. Instead, they want a game of “something 

wrong with this picture”. When some members of the community notice who’s “coming near to 

listen to Jesus”, they grumble. And they have labels for those people: sinners 

Jesus chooses not to join in their game or read their book. His and God’s are different. Jesus tells 

them a story about noticing. What is noticed by him and by God is what is missing. Jesus and 

God care about wholeness so holes are noticed. Or as in the case of the shepherd or the woman, 

what’s lost from the whole - the flock of 100 sheep and the bag of 10 coins. Now, from the 

grumblers’ perspective, 99 and 9 could be enough, even plenty. In fact, 99 sheep and 9 coins 

should be abundance, making it easy to not even notice the hole. Having 99 sheep and 9 coins 

could feel so comfortable that the shepherd and the woman might think they haven’t lost 

anything. And if you don’t think you’ve lost anything, then there’s nothing to find. There’s no 

problem.  

Missing? What’s missing? Who’s missing, and what does it matter? What’s the problem if some 

people aren’t included? Isn’t it okay for grumblers to complain when those people have a place? 

No need to mention or know their names. After all, they are “tax collectors”. They are “sinners”. 

Why pay attention to what and who are missing? 

Jesus has an answer for the question of why notice: in order to find the missing and find them a 

place in the whole. Without them, there is no whole. Jesus knows that when we pay attention, 

something shifts. In the search, we can become curious. Why are they missing? Where did they 



 

 

go? The glue on their labels loses some of its stickiness. The labels might slip just enough to see 

a real person. Noticing can change minds and hearts. Noticing can lead to coming to know. 

Noticing has that kind of power. 

And coming to know takes us closer to compassion. There’s a chance for a connection and, with 

a connection, a relationship. And a relationship is a long, long way from not even seeing who is 

missing. A relationship is a long way from judging and grumbling about those people. 

Relationship makes the finding worthwhile.  

And it all begins in wholeness. Without the experience and gift of wholeness, missing wouldn’t 

be a problem at all. But isn’t this why Jesus tells this parable to the grumblers?  Until they, and 

us, grasp the reality that all life begins from wholeness, missing can seem okay, acceptable, even 

excusable. We are Pharisees and scribes. They are tax collectors and sinners. We are we; they are 

they. No, Jesus says. It’s more like this: “Which one of us, having a hundred sheep (read: a 

whole) and losing one of them does not leave the ninety nine in the wilderness and go after the 

one that is lost until he finds it?.... Or what woman having ten silver coins (read: a whole), if she 

loses one of them does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it?” 

It all begins in wholeness because God, Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit are a whole, in 

relationship, flowing and ebbing, giving and receiving, always a whole where nothing is missing, 

always connected and related. Jesus begins in wholeness. Then, he empties to become whole in 

human form. God, in Jesus, becomes human to show us the wholeness of God as the wholeness 

of us. God, in Jesus, becomes human to show us life in the wholeness of God is the wholeness of 

us. And when something is missing, someone is missing, like Jesus, we “go after the one that is 

lost”, we “light a lamp... sweep the house... search carefully...”.  

Finding. Searching. Noticing there is something missing when there is a hole in the wholeness. 

Maybe the hole is in our personal wholeness - the place where forgiveness needs to be found. 

Maybe the hole is in our heart created by our refusal to see another perspective. Maybe it’s a 

hole where the courage to speak the truth in love could squeeze in. Maybe one hole belongs to all 

of us because this hole exists in our corporate life - whether we think of our surrounding 

community, our nation or our world -where there are so many missing from the whole, this 

incredible, abundant, wholeness of life given by God and meant for everyone and everything.  

Ah, that just might be the missing piece we need to spy - the holes. We need to notice who’s 

missing from the holy wholeness. After all, that’s where Jesus starts in his parable, whether it’s 

sheep or coins. Jesus starts with the whole because Jesus first sees the page in his “I Spy” book 

as a whole. He is able to grasp and hold it all.  And that’s where Jesus ends his parable - back 

with wholeness.  The 100th sheep is found. The 10th coin is found. Jesus calls us to notice who’s 

missing and work to include them in the abundant whole. Amen  

 


